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I interviewed Mr Mark Webb, a scout leader He was born in 1972 

and finished university in1994.  He has been a District Commis-

sioner (DC), for 2 years, started in September 2015.  In this inter-

view we find out about his trip to Africa and the experiences and 

opportunities through his many years in scouting.  

Mr. Webb started cub scouts when he was 8, in 1980, at All Saints 

Scout Group. He knew about scouting because his sister had gone 

to brownies and guides and his parents knew some of the leaders. 

I began asking him how his time in Nairobi, Kenya, had helped 

him in scouting.  

 

Mr. Webb had already been in scouting and would’ve been a cub leader for 5-6 years in 1990. Mark had only just gotten his wood 

badge. He finished university in 1994 and he saw an advertisement for voluntary work at a Kenyan school being a technician so he ap-

plied and was asked for an interview. Mr. Webb went for an interview in East Sussex and was successful; they had accepted him to vol-

unteer in Kenya. 

He arrived in Nairobi in August 1994; he didn’t think he would be doing it for long until people started to hear that he had been a cub 

leader back in Luton. They didn’t have many groups where he was so Mark Webb was asked to start a cub pack and he accepted it. He 

said scouting has helped him to build the courage to go into another country, not knowing anyone; this must’ve been scary especially 

with being in a completely different environment than normal and a lot more dangers. For example, while on hikes you would have to 

be aware of lions, elephants but the most feared animal was the water buffalo. It would’ve been hard to adjust to everything new.  

Scouting has made him realise that there are so many opportunities facing him and you just have to take a risk for the better and as a 

result of his voluntary work in Kenya he has gained this amazing experience. Scouting has also set him up with life skills, for example 

cooking for himself and helping him in general. Mr. Webb said that ‘You need to make the best of what you got.’ 

Mark Webb had obtained the name Won-tolla, while I interviewed him I asked why and what it meant. He was ‘Akala’ in Air scouts 

(pack leader), when he was back from Kenya. He had a change of jobs because he didn’t know whether he was able to stay on or not so 

he resigned. Then he was asked to ADC cubs and Mr. Webb accepted it. He needed a jungle name, as that is what cub leaders are 

named after, he got Won-tolla from the 2nd jungle book. Won-tolla was a wolf who nurtured the pack after an attack and didn’t belong. 

He thought that this perfectly fit with ADC cubs because they didn’t belong to a pack. 

I asked Mr. Webb what was one of his most challenging experiences during scouting and he answered the Santineree Camp. He was 

part of the organising committee, media and communications. He had done newsletters and collecting information from admin while at 

camp. They used the sites photocopier and printed 300 newsletters a day for the 3-day camp, a lot of hard work went into these. He 

personally put these together and hand delivered them. It was important because it was the first county camp in a very long time and 

700 people attended. There were scouts as well as television people who attended. Mark Webb said it was an amazing experience. It 

was challenging because there had to be a lot of communication between him and everyone else volunteering at the event and he also 

had to stand in front of county executives and scouts giving a presentation, which was received well. 

Mr. Webb was asked that if there were three changes that could be made to Luton to support scouting more what would they be? He 

answered that he would like to see more scout buildings or huts, to provide spaces for scouts to be in or for events. Also, more adults 

volunteering and we need to put the message out there for more adults to be aware of how they can help the community and children. 

Lastly, he wants to see more community involvement in scouting, this could be by supporting our events and helping us fundraise for 

charities or to make scouting better for the children. 

Mark Webb thinks that we need to tackle more opportunities of international (overseas). For example, jamborees and encourages peo-

ple to go to Kenya, because of the enjoyment and great experience that will be gained. 
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