
24th World Scout Jamboree- My Account 

Foreword 

World Scout Jamboree- A brief history 

The World Scout Jamboree is the one of the largest and longest ongoing Scouting events. It is a 

quadrennial event that moves location every term, this time round we headed to North America 

(more specifically the USA and Canada)! It has been held on 4 occasions in the United Kingdom, 

starting with the 1st Scout Jamboree in 1920, the 3rd World Scout Jamboree was held in 1929 and 

again in the United Kingdom. The 3rd occasion when the World Scout Jamboree was held in the 

United Kingdom was in 1957. It was most recently held in the United Kingdom in 2007, this was in 

aid of celebrating 100 years since Scouting was born in the United Kingdom. I have a very vague 

memory of hearing about this event when in the car with my Father, I would have only been four 

years old at the time, I digress. The next World Scout Jamboree will be the 25th event and is 

scheduled to be held in South Korea. The last event, held in 2015, saw Bedfordshire Scouts and 

Guides, including many from Luton, travel to Japan. The Bedfordshire Scouts who attended were 

known as the Bedfordshire Clangers. Prior to that, some Bedfordshire and Luton Scouts travelled to 

Sweden in 2011. They were known as the Bedfordshire Falcons. 

What is the Jamboree?  

The United Kingdom sent 100 units to the Jamboree, each unit was comprised of 40 members. 36 

young people and 4 leaders. Meaning (including the 1000 International Support Team Members) the 

United Kingdom sent around 5000 people to the states. The site at which we stayed was Summit 

Bechtel, in West Virginia. The Summit was roughly the same size as Luton! We also visited New York, 

Washington and Ontario (Canada) during our trip. Scouts from all over the world were in 

attendance.  

My Scouting growing up and thanks 

Growing up I did all my Scouting with then 1st Someries Beavers, Cubs and Scouts (now known as 

Ross Park Scout Group) and as I am writing this, I am currently a part of Griffin Explorer Scout Unit. 

My Father was a Cub in his younger days and my Mother has been heavily involved in local Guiding 

so they knew a lot about the wonderful work of Scouting. In-fact, I actually was an honouree 

Brownie with my Mothers group, a title I am very proud of as it goes! I’m still with Mothers Brownies 

(and now Rainbows) from time to time helping at things like days out and camps, I even ran a camp 

with a friend for some of my fundraising! It has always been a great talking point at events!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 I was always involved in the adventure, every camp, every hike, the lot. If ever I missed a week for 

whatever reason I was so disappointed. Whilst growing up I was a part of a very closely-knit group of 

friends, we are still very close today. We never had much of an idea what was going on within the 

other groups in the town. We knew of the existence of other groups but knew nothing about what 

they were up to or what was out there for us, we were just enjoying the ride. When I was an older 

Scout, I ended up helping at Beavers with my Mum. They were short on leaders at the time and my 

younger brother was a Beaver so Mum volunteered to help, as I was too young to be left home 

alone, I accompanied my Mum in going to Beavers. Eventually the time came where they were no 

longer in need of adult helpers. Whilst this meant Mum no longer attended weekly, this was not the 

end for me. I enjoyed it that much that I returned and continued to help the following September, I 

am still with them today. 

 

 

 Unfortunately, the time came where me and my friends had to leave Scouts and move onto 

Explorers. This can be a shaky time for some; however, the oldest member of our friend group had 

already moved on and was loving his time at Explorers. The transition into a completely new group 

was easy for us as we all made that step together. We had moved out of our own group, our own 

hut, into the district hall and group meaning there were many new faces. As I mentioned, this 

transition was easy for us but moving on isn’t easy for everyone. My brother was now of the age 

where he was transitioning from a Cub to a Scout. He is quite a bit older than most of his friends 

meaning he was moving into something completely unknown with few comforts. He was unsure 

about the transition but between myself, the leaders and my parents we decided a good way 

forward would be for me to go with him for a few weeks until he has settled. This was the course of 

action we took and it did work out for him. As with all volunteers those ‘I’ll help for a few weeks’ 

became a few years, just over three now (and of course I am not complaining)! Now you may be 

wondering, how does this link into the Jamboree? Well here is your answer: due to my family’s 

heavy involvement we became quite well acquainted with Norma and David Farish. They were my 

Beaver Leaders as well as Group Scout Leader and Groundsman respectively. 

 



 

 

 Sadly, we lost David in 2018, he was a well respected and widely known man and is missed by all. As 

Group Scout Leader Norma knew of all the upcoming events, namely the 24th World Scout Jamboree. 

Between my parents and Norma, they attempted to sign me up to this illustrious event. This all fell 

flat when they realised I had to go through the selection camp process (more on that later). The 

selection camp process may seem daunting but I promise it is far from that. From what I have heard I 

was the first from Ross Park in over twenty years to be selected to attend a Jamboree. I guess what I 

am really trying to say is without my wonderful leaders I wouldn’t be in the position I am in today! Of 

course, Norma and David weren’t the only ones who helped me through my Scouting growing up, 

many others helped me along the way and they deserve no less than a mention in this write up. 

Whilst they may not realise it, their work helped me get to where I am today! Beavers: Cat, Charlie, 

Aide, Cath and Heather. Later Graham and Sharon too, and of course not forgetting Norma and 

David! Cubs: Glen, Adam, Lisa, Nicola and Richard. Scouts: Colin and Martin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My extended thanks go out to my Beaver and Scout leaders for allowing me to continue my journey 

in Scouting as Young Leaders at their units. In 2018 I joined the Young Spokes Person team which 

allowed me to get more involved in the Jamboree by looking it from various different angles. I later 

joined the Media team in 2019 shortly before the Jamboree, another step which allowed me to gain 

a deeper understanding of the Jamboree. My thanks go out to Gerald and the rest of the media 



team who recommended me for this position. I also send my extended thanks to the likes of the 

district team, local Guides, Churches and Applecroft Pre School and many more for allowing me to 

fundraise at your events! I really couldn’t have done it without you… One more final thanks go out to 

the County team who helped us along the way and our wonderful leaders; Jerome, David, Samantha 

and Michelle who stuck with us through thick and thin. So here we are, the fun bit now. I bring to 

you, my account of the 24th World Scout Jamboree including the build-up, the actual event and all 

the afters… 

 

Wishing you all the best, 

 

Stephen Avis 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-JAMBOREE 

EVENTS 

Bedfordshire Contingent Selection weekend- 30/09/2017-01/10/2017 

Just before selection weekend there were a series of ‘Jamboree Roadshows’ run by Jamboree Leader 

Jerome and some of participants from the previous Jamboree. They were very informative however 

not enough to warrant his own full section. We were given all the brief information during an hour’s 

presentation of what they already knew about the event. We also got a chance to ask questions of 

the previous unit members and have a look at what they got up to. Overall this hour spent at the 

Sells 7th Scout Hut made us excited and ready to go for selection weekend. 

NOTE: This is how our selection process was run. There is no guarantee it will be the same for future 

Jamboree’s although it is unlikely that the process will change all too drastically. 

The application process was short and simple. We had to write about ourselves, get a leader to write 

about us and fill in our personal details, it couldn’t have been simpler! 

Eighty-eight people sent in application forms, all of which were given the invitation to attended the 

Bedfordshire Contingents Selection Weekend at Bromham Scout Camp. We had been put into 

Patrols with people we didn’t know for this event. A while before the camp we were told who was 

going to be in our patrols and were given each-others contact details. It was on us to organise our 

own little camp, namely food and sleeping arrangements. We communicated with each other via 

text and worked out all the details. I took what I was told was a ‘brand new tent’ for the boys of my 

patrol to sleep in. When it came to putting it up, we found one of the poles had no cord in it! Duct-

tape saved the day for us… During our weekend we did several activities within our patrols and were 

judged on our qualities during the different activities. These activities included taking items round an 



obstacle course and building Lego essentially blind folded but only taking others instruction. We also 

partook in interviews over the course of the day. On the Saturday evening each patrol planned and 

performed a campfire skit to all the applicants. Ours was the campfire classic of ‘tracks’. On the 

Sunday we were split from our patrols and split into age groups. In these age groups we had to write 

a Jamboree song and then perform it in-front all of the other applicants. I came away from the 

weekend and said to my parents on the car journey home, ‘I don’t mind if I don’t get a place, I’ve 

had an amazing weekend and made so many great new friends.’ If I am honest, I surprised myself 

saying that, I am not all too much of a spiritual person! I made some very close friends over the 

course of that weekend and I hope to remain close friends with them into the distant future. 

Selection Camp was one of the best experiences of my life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20th October 2017- First Unit Meeting 

Our first unit meeting was full of fun and joy! This was our first formal meeting after selection 

weekend so for many of us we were meeting loads of new people. The evening started with Ice 

Breaker activities, we were given a list of ‘traits’ or things people get up to, for example ‘birthday in 

June’ or ‘The ability to juggle’. It was a great way for us to learn each other’s names and a few fun 

facts about them. Due to how close the meeting was to Halloween we indulged in a pumpkin carving 

activity. It was an amazing first meeting! 

 

 

 



11th November 2017- Parents and participants meeting 

For this meeting we all turned up in our uniform ready for a presentation from the leadership team. 

On this day we learnt more about our leaders and the little information that we already knew about 

the Jamboree on the whole. We also got a full unit photo at the end of the evening.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

11th January 2018- Lea Scout Hut 

By this point we had decided on a unit name. We opted to be The Bedfordshire Lions! The 

inspiration behind this name came from the Chalk Lion in Woburn. Coincidently, it is also the highest 

point in Bedfordshire. This was the start of the development of our unit identity. On top of a few 

admin bits we saw the introduction of the dreaded, yet enjoyed, Jamboree Fit.  The Jamboree is a 

very physically draining event so you do need to try and be as fit as possible, it is not to be 

underestimated. To put it into perspective, I did over forty-thousand steps on rocky, uneven hills, in 

forty-degree heat on one of the days at Summit Bechtel. Our first go at Jamboree fit was a short 

round of circuit training (with the reward of doughnuts). I enjoyed it, it’s a shame others couldn’t 

quite say the same! On top of this we also went over a few admin bits during the evening.  

 

 

3rd February 2018- Badger Hill Scout Hut 

For this was a packed unit meeting! The meeting started with a soft ball game (of which I cannot 

remember the name of) for this meetings round of Jamboree fit. We also had a singing lesson, that 

may seem odd at a first glance but all will make sense a little bit later… We knew we had a training 

camp coming up but had no idea what we would be doing. Towards the end of the evening we were 

given patrols for the camp and much like selection we had to work out who was bringing what. At 



the end of the meeting we had two celebrations, one for Emily on her 15th birthday and the other 

would be us celebrating 500 days until the Jamboree!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17-18th March 2018- Jordans Close 

Our first training camp was upon us and we were all buzzing and full of excitement. This camp saw 

the return of my now infamous ‘new’ tent, my friends have never let me forget about this one! 

Saturday morning saw us complete several activities including the likes of language activities and 

writing a letter to our future selves. We also enjoyed a spot of Geocaching around the local area. 

Over the course of the day we completed other activities like interviews with David and the diffusion 

of a ‘Problem Solving time bomb’ (Virtual of course). The Saturday evening saw us relaxing and 

winding down after a busy day, we sat and played cards and indulged in some Hot Chocolate. Whilst 

we slept overnight, we were treated to snow of which fell into the tent when it was opened in the 

morning, that was far from ideal! Those of you who know me know I love wearing shorts and very 

rarely will you find me in trousers. I slept the night in shorts to everyone’s surprise and they have 

never forgotten about it since. On the Sunday morning we were treated to a visit by Scotty and 

Aaron who seemed nice at first… The leaders had booked them for two hours of training on a frozen 

field, burpees, push ups and laps of the field, we really did the lot! They were lovely people but we 

can never forgive them for the Jamboree fit they put us through (on a more serious tone, it was a 

few people’s idea of hell but it was quite enjoyable)! At this camp we also officially released our 

Bedswsj Logo/Badge! 

 

 

 

 

 



27th April 2018- Bromham meeting 

Now this meeting was exciting! The bulk of the evening was team building activities. We put up a 

tent blindfolded in our teams (with one person communicating) which was a lot easier than 

expected! We also had a ‘mini Olympics’ in which we played several games. But here is the exciting 

part, we now officially had our unit badge! At the end of the meeting we were given ten each and I 

couldn’t have been happier… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31st May 2018- Biggleswade Scout Hut 

Well the Jamboree fit for this one was ‘interesting’ to say the least. We were each handed maracas 

and we were very confused until the screen came on and low and behold, a Miranda fitness DVD (I 

am still certain that it is Jerome’s guilty pleasure). The DVD didn’t look all too promising at first but 

when we got into it, it wasn’t actually all too bad whatsoever. For the second half of this evening we 

tried our hand at sewing and stitching. This was to prepare us for the potential event of us losing a 

button or something ripping whilst we were away. Despite the fact it took me twenty minutes to 

actually thread the needle, I was quite proud of the final results. However, I was not so proud of the 

several holes I now had in my finger! 

 

 

 

 



4th July 2018- Boyd Field Campsite 

4th of July is known as Independence Day in America, so we felt it only right to have an America 

themed evening! We cooked hotdogs and burgers and played American football. It was just a 

relaxed evening which ended with us sat round the fire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21st July 2018- Blackwell Court 

This was the day of the ‘Scouts Speak Up’ media course. Myself, Emily and David headed to 

Blackwell Court Campsite in Birmingham for the media course. Several other units and their leaders 

were in attendance. The day started with Ice Breakers and Team building activities before the media 

activities. Over the course of the day we made friends with the other participants on the course. It 

was quite an enjoyable day from start to finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31st August 2018- Bounce Arena  

Unfortunately, I missed this meeting as I was away so I am not 100% certain as to what happened. 

The unit went to bounce arena before heading back to Lea Scout Hut for a parents meeting, they 

were also given patrols for our next camp.  

 

 

 

 

 



22nd-23rd September 2018- Ampthil and Woburn Camp 

Unit camp two was upon us and we were all excited and raring, ready to go. Only one thing brought 

us down. We had to meet at five am at Bedford Train Station, five am! We caught the train and then 

hiked to our campsite carrying all our gear that we needed for the weekend, we got to camp at 

around seven thirty and cooked breakfast. Over the rest of the day we took part in many activities 

ranging from Singing to learning about Jamboree Culture. We also officially wrote our Jamboree 

song, whilst we never officially named it, we wrote it to the tune of bear necessities. In the evening 

each patrol provided some evening entertainment, this was well enjoyed (shout out to Tappleton, 

definitely the best human fire I have ever seen)! On the Sunday we all went on hikes to various 

locations; my group went to an old train line. My thanks go out to the Hertfordshire IST who helped 

us over the weekend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12th October 2018- Kempton Scout Hut 

At this meeting we learnt a bit more about the Jamboree and started to look at the likes of optional 

kit. It was also my birthday the day after so I treated the unit to donuts! 

 

 

 



17th-18th November 2018- Biggleswade 

We celebrated an early Christmas as a unit that year. After meeting on the Saturday morning, we 

had a day to plan for and cook a Christmas dinner in our patrols. We all sat down together, as a unit. 

It was a lovely evening. The meal was followed by the evening entertainment. The evening 

entertainment was also enjoyed, we played pass the parcel, glow in the dark hockey, watched a film 

and even had our own Bedfordshire Lions awards where we each got our own unique awards! I also 

planned and filmed the ‘Bedfordshire Lions Queens Speech’ of which was posted to the @Bedswsj 

Media Channels on Christmas day of 2018.  

 

18th January 2019- SKAW Scout Hut 

At this meeting we practised our social skills and looked at putting together potential plans for what 

we wanted to do in New York, this evening was a little shorter than the others so not much more 

happened. 

 

 



3rd March 2019- Grand Tour 

Today was the day of the Bedfordshire Lions grand tour! We had a packed day ahead of us so we 

met early to get it all in. Between our three mini buses we travelled across Bedfordshire and took in 

all the sights! The tour ended at Boyd Field where we each got Bedfordshire Clangers! The first time I 

have had one in fact.  

 

 

 

13th-14th March 2019- Monopoly run 

The Friday night saw us all come together at Flitwick Scout Hut and be greeted by our UK contingent 

kit! Our parents took our kit back home with them. The rest of that evening was spent playing games 

such as Kahoot and relaxing. We also had our Safety meeting for the following days monopoly run. 

For those of you who don’t know the idea behind the monopoly run is that you go to as many 

locations as possible on the monopoly board. You get a photo outside of each of these locations to 

prove you’ve been there and get the points. We spent the day traveling London planning our route 

as we went. In the end, my team came 3rd.  

 



30th March 2019- Sharnbrook 

This meeting was a good mix of practical and fun. Our Jamboree fit was led by unit member Henry. 

He taught us how to dance, I however was absolutely hopeless! We also went to the local park and 

had a picnic for lunch. Of course, it wouldn’t be a park trip without playing in the park! As the 

jamboree was getting ever closer so we went over some of the practicalities for example the likes of 

monies, insurance and extra kit.  

 

 

 

27th April 2019- Biggleswade  

During this unit meeting we again went to the local park to play a game of rounders as our Jamboree 

Fit. Other than that, we had a talk form Ben and Jerome (who both attended the 2015 Jamboree) 

about their experiences and what advice they have. We also got the chance to ask them any burning 

questions we may have had.  

 



30th May 2019- Putenhoe 

This was our last meeting before we went away so it promised to be a good one. In the lead up to 

the meeting we had found out our Patrols for the Jamboree and we were given time to come up 

with patrol names. My patrol was called Cecil in the end! At this meeting we also got given our unit 

t-shirts which was very exciting. Other than that, we also got given all the new and final details about 

the Jamboree. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd-23rd June 2019- Bromham 

This is the final time we all came together before the Jamboree. We had a fun filled weekend ahead 

of us so we got straight into it. We had activities such as pioneering and health and safety talks lined 

up and completed them over the course of the day. We camped on the same weekend as the 

Flitwick Scouts Family Camp. On the Saturday evening we shared a campfire with them and sung 

songs, we even got A Mexican wave going! We even went out on a hike that evening where I met 

Larry the bug and took sunset photos with him! On the Sunday afternoon all the parents were 

invited to a barbeque to say thanks for all they’ve done over our journey! I helped serve at the 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fundraising  

A massive part of the Jamboree is the work you have to put in before-hand. Of course, this trip of a 

lifetime doesn’t come free, it cost us £3900 to be able to go. Fundraising becomes such a big part of 

your life; at times it can get stressful but the reward at the end becomes so much sweeter. There are 

several ways you can fundraise and here are some of the ways I got my fundraising done (and a few 

tips)! Explore every possible avenue. Ask questions, ask people if you can sell cakes at their events or 

hold a raffle. If you don’t ask them you don’t get in this situation. Tell everyone about the Jamboree 

and your fundraising. If you are lucky you may get donations or they may offer you a stall. Publicise 

your working. People feel more obliged to buy things from you. Cakes, cakes and more cakes. Bag 

packs are also a great way of pulling money together. If you can get a group of you to agree to a date 

then you are almost good to go! People love cakes! I often hassled my parents to do jobs around the 

house in return for a small donation. It’s cheeky I know but, if you don’t ask you don’t get! Have a 

clear out of your house- and get family to do the same. So much of the money I fundraised came 

from eBay sales and Facebook sales etc.. One mans rubbish is another mans treasure! I ran evenings 

about the Jamboree for local groups in return of a donation. Not only does this spread the word of 

your work, it also earns you a little extra money! Penny tubes. Penny tubes are a good way of 

collecting yours, and others, loose change. I gave a tube out to all my Beavers and Scouts and most 

came back filled! Write to local companies. By writing to local companies you may find yourself with 

a monetary or material donation, every little helps! I even wrote to Bear Grylls himself and he sent 

back a signed picture! Try and find a niche. My family are very involved in local running clubs and I 

know they all loved a medal. I made Bedfordshire Lions medals and in order to gain a medal they 

had to complete a physical challenge (and pay £10). Once they completed the challenge, they would 

gain the medal. If you think something might not work out, give it a go! You never know what could 

happen…  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JAMBOREE 

No one person has the exact same experience as the next at the Jamboree. You get out of it exactly 

what you put in; it may sound like a cliché but it really is true in this scenario. Some people want to 

be social; some people want to make swaps and others want to do the activities. Your experience is 

completely unique to you. 

20th July 2019- Travelling  

The day was finally upon us, two years of build up all came down to this. We met early in the 

morning at Bromham Scout Camp, for the first time as a full unit I believe. We did the necessary final 

kit and passport checks before our parents left and before we’d actually had the time to process 

what was going on we were on the coach to Heathrow, it all happened so quickly. As soon as we got 

to Heathrow we saw many other Units including Unit 10 of Cambridgeshire and Unit 78 of Wiltshire. 

They were also giving out free ice creams which was a bonus! We also got to meet our pilot, a lovely 

man called James. After several hours of waiting for our flight, the time eventually came, we were on 

the flight. As well as civilians, we shared our flight with Unit 10 who we had many extensive chats 

with, badges were swapped and stories told. We were all united by one common factor, our passion 

for Scouting. The concept of an eight-hour flight bored most of us, little did we know we had to 

endure longer trips in the coming weeks… The flight time went by very quickly, this was largely 

helped by the on-board entertainment, films, music, we got the lot. We touched down at Newark 

airport but before we departed the plane there was to be a parting gift from us to the Stewards and 

Stewardess’, a round of our Bedfordshire Lions song. After a short wait at border control (and then 

for our bags) we were on the move again. The inside of the Airport was well air conditioned so none 

of us had quite realised the sheer heat of the place. When stepping out of the airport we realised 

exactly what we were up against. As soon as I passed the air-conditioned doors my glasses steamed 

and I felt like I’d hit a brick wall. It was almost like when you open an oven- but constant. We 

stepped onto the coach and made the short trip to Rutgers University where we were due to spend 

the night. We unloaded our bags, chucked them in the rooms and went out to the city in search of 

dinner. Most of us ate a subway for dinner that evening.  

 

 

 

 

 



21st July 2019- New York: A big city experience 

We knew this day was going to be a good one, albeit packed. It was an early start, it had to be if we 

wanted to get the most out of our time in New York. Our bags were packed, left with the UK team, 

and we were sent on our way to inner-city New York. We actually got a very special treat. We 

travelled into New York on the traditional yellow school busses. This in itself was its own amazing 

experience, I can confirm they are exactly as they are on television and in films! We were all dropped 

off and we split off into our groups for the day (of which we had already pre-determined). Myself 

and the rest of my group headed to our first stop- the Rockefeller centre, it was only about a ten-

minute walk from where we were dropped so that worked out quite well! We made the trip up the 

Rockefeller and I genuinely was lost for words. Those of you who know me know I am always talking; 

this was a rare event! Everywhere you looked you could see something famous. Statue of Liberty, 

Empire State Building to name but a few. At the very top you had more or less a 360 degree view of 

New York. All you could see where buildings, as far a you could see. It was well and truly a concrete 

jungle. After leaving the Rockefeller we made our way to Central Park. Along the way we found 

ourselves cross paths with several units including Unit 15, 10 (a bit of a theme going on here) and a 

Unit from Brazil. We also passed Trump Tower, completely by chance, on the way. Central Park was 

beautiful, it looked amazing. You would have thought the plant life would suffer in the heat but it 

was thriving. After Central Park we made our way to Times Square. This was a slightly longer walk 

(with a trip on the Subway too) but well worth the travel. I hadn’t actually realised we had got there 

when we did as it was so busy! The unit met back up at Times Square. We separated again shortly 

after. A smaller group, including myself, jumped back on the Metro and headed to the 9/11 

memorial. We were tight on time and unfortunately the Subway was late meaning we couldn’t get 

the full trip in. We had to jump off at an earlier stop and ended up calling a taxi so we could reach 

the meeting point on time. This taxi took us across Brooklyn Bridge which was amazing, we got to 

see some great views. We made it to our meeting point just in time for our ferry across New York. 

We got on the ferry which actually ended up coming close to the Statue of Liberty. Our ferry 

dropped us right outside the coach station. Now this was a long coach trip, around five hours. 

Eventually we reached our next location. Sheperds University, where we would be staying for the 

evening. Sheperds was the midway point between New York and West Virginia. The day pretty much 

ended there for us, especially me as is was so tired! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

22nd July 2019- Last stretch to Jamboree 

Unfortunately, this wasn’t my finest day. Very early in the morning I was taken to the hospital which 

resulted in me having to sleep for the rest of the day, I suppose you could just put it down as part of 

my personal experience! I missed my units coach to Summit Bechtel and ended up on Unit 32’s 

(Yorkshire) coach. I made it to the site later than my unit and all was more or less set up. It was 

absolutely pouring with rain and they were all soaked. I went to bed as soon as possible when I got 

there and slept most of the afternoon. Unfortunately, there isn’t much more I can offer you on this 

day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



23rd July 2019- First full day at the Jamboree 

I was back up and running today, I headed out to wonder the sight with some of my friends. We only 

did the one activity that day, it was the environmental awareness tent. We played recycling games 

with the Swedish, we also looked at things like survival kits. Slightly odd I know, but it was a nice 

change. The big event of the day was the opening ceremony. Everyone packed into the stadium (a 

large open field on a hill with a stage at the bottom) and each of the nations were announced one by 

one. We had a talk from Bear Grylls, the lead organisers of each of the hosting nations and various 

performances. We were also treated to a seven-minute drone light show, it was honestly beautiful. 

I’d love to show you all my photos and videos but unfortunately that can’t be done. A google search 

of ‘24th World Scout Jamboree Opening Ceremony’ should show you all you need to see how 

magnificent it was. Alternatively, you could check out the @bedswsj social media channels or the 

‘Luton Scouts at the Jamboree’ Facebook page. It was truly magnificent and I genuinely wouldn’t 

have missed it for the world. I honestly think it will be in my memory forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th July 2019- Mt. Jack 

There was a mountain on Summit Bechtel, its summit stood at 2800 ft above Sea level (meaning we 

climbed about 1200 ft) and at the top you’d find a whole new world. At the top you’d find Highland 

games such as tug of war and caber toss. There was orienteering and most importantly, The Spartan 

run. The Spartan Run was a 1- or 2-mile obstacle course of which we wanted to partake in. 

Unfortunately, it was recommended that I did not do the Spartan Race which really disappointed me 

but it made complete sense. We spent the day up Mt. Jack which despite my disappointment, was 

really fun. It is weird to explain but there was just this relaxed feel up there that you just didn’t get 

anywhere else. We got back down from the mountain in the early evening, cooked and ate dinner 

and just spent the evening relaxing. 

 

 

 



25th July 2019- Our Brazilian Friends 

Myself and a few friends were very tired after the previous day’s activities so decided to have a bit of 

a day in to relax and just be happy chatting. We actually spent most of our morning and early 

afternoon just in the company of our Brazilian Friends next door. Into the early afternoon now, we 

went out for a wander and for a late lunch. We didn’t do any activities, we were just happy taking it 

all in. We returned to camp for dinner, just as the sun was beginning to set. This evening there was a 

‘basecamp bash’ at Base Camp A right next door. We went to it and actually met up with some 

participants from our partnered Swiss Unit. Myself and Emily met up with Playa, one of the Swiss 

who we had been talking to before the Jamboree. We swapped badges and they taught us some 

Swiss Scouting games. I didn’t understand them at all but they were fun none the less! That was 

about it for our evening and day. 

 

26th July 2019- Culture Day  

Today was the Culture Day. Each Unit would open up their campsite and show things that were 

unique to where they were from to people who came by. We served afternoon tea that day to 

people who visited. Me and a few friends went out and visited a few other units. We visited the 

Japanese, Finnish, Spanish, Germans, Brazilians, Chileans and Australians. Over the day we sung 

songs, played games and tried many various foods and drinks. It was quite an enlightening day as it 

showed us what really went on in other people’s cultures. On top of that we got to experience it all 

first hand. In the evening there was a unity show where all nations came together, much like the 

opening ceremony and were united in song, and for those who wished to participate, prayer. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



27th July 2019- Slow Day 

At this point fatigue had started to catch up with me and a few friends. We decided the best way 

forward was to have a relaxed day, go out once or twice. So, that’s exactly what we did. We only 

went out once that day and that was to visit the sustainability tree. I am a bit of a geography geek 

and if you don’t know, I quite enjoy my photography. I did a quiz at the tree which determined what 

nature job I should go for in the future. I got the result of ‘Nature Photographer’ which I thought 

worked out quite well. There were other things you could do in the tree for example bird watching 

(which we quite enjoyed) and learning how to identify different types of ores. We headed out for 

lunch shortly after where we enjoyed some Fish and Chips from the UK Foodhouse! We had a 

relaxed evening; well it was short lived. Someone discovered that there were loads of left-over face 

paints, face paints, a group of teenagers? A recipe for disaster! I’m not quite sure how this decision 

was made but we ended up painting Serena green! That just about concluded our day. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28th July 2019- Hot hot hot 

On this day temperatures reached over 40 degrees Celsius, way to hot for me to operate in the sun. 

So, what better day to wash some clothes and just rest in the shade. That’s exactly what I did! I did 

however go out in the evening when it had cooled down a bit and took some photos of the site in 

sunset. 

 

 

 

 

 



29th July 2019- Hike  

Thankfully, it cooled down today. Myself, Matthew and Emily decided to go out for a hike and fully 

explore the site. We did exactly that, and even did a few activities over the course of the day. There 

was a small island on the site with a small bridge across. They made this a mock Brownsea Island. On 

the island they showed us varying games and activities that would have been played on the very first 

scout camp all those years ago. The hike, despite the physical challenge was slow and actually quite 

relaxing. We got to see what was going on whilst it was happening, instead of seeing things whilst 

waiting in ques for them.  

 

30th July 2019- Mt. Jack 2 

The chance to go up Mt. Jack arose and myself and two mad others chose to go up it yet again. I 

wanted to go back up anyway to do the Spartan Race anyway but was unsure if that would ever 

happen. Thankfully, we were linked with an American Unit who kindly offered to take us up with 

them. Myself, Lily and Mathew headed out early in the morning to go back up with them. They were 

lovely people. Especially Brian and Tcheddar who chatted to us the whole way up and came around 

with us all day. It was very kind of them and we really do appreciate it. The day was spent with them 

but we had in the back of our mind that we just wanted to do the Spartan Race. The time came 

where we could do it, finally! I took on the 2-mile course (go big or go home!) and managed to clear 

all the obstacles and make it the full way round- bar one. The course was closed due to a lighting 

waning, I was absolutely gutted however I did still get my medal as we were only 0.1 of a mile from 

finishing. The whole of the top of Mt. Jack was crowded to the side of the mountain. We spent two 

hours chatting to people and singing and just all round enjoying ourselves until the warning passed. 

After the warning passed, we headed back down the mountain after a wonderful day. It turned out 

that another local American Unit was cooking us dinner that evening! A lovely surprise for the three 

of us when we got back down. We spent the evening with them too playing cards and just having an 

all-round good time. 

 

  

 

 

 

 



31st July 2019- Dinner with the Swiss 

The Shooting range was the opposite side of the site to where we were staying so if you wanted to 

do it, you had to commit a day to it. So that I did! I shot a wide range of guns, some very heavy-duty 

weapons were included. Not much can be said about this other than it was rather enjoyable! This 

evening we had some of our Swiss friends due to come around. My patrol cooked them spaghetti 

and burgers (broken up to make them more) mince like. It seemed they enjoyed it! They spent the 

evening chatting with us until the time came for them to return to camp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st August 2019- Final full day 

So the day was (unfortunately) finally upon us. A lot of the activities were closed so we took 

advantage of the one that wasn’t, fishing. It seemed like quite a tame thing compared to what was 

going on over the rest of the site. It was actually quite enjoyable! I managed the hattrick and caught 

three in about half an hour. Other than that, the day was spent packing our bags and collapsing a 

few tents so we could get a quick escape in the morning. But the big one for the day was the closing 

ceremony… We all packed into the stadium one last time for the closing ceremony. Unfortunately, it 

was delayed by two hours due to the thunder but that still didn’t take away from the excitement! 

We had many performances, song, dance, the lot! The big part of the show was the fireworks display 

at the end! It was magnificent, lights, music fireworks, I genuinely feel honoured to of been apart of 

it. Much like the opening ceremony I would love to tell you so much more about it but that’s just not 

possible. By googling ‘24th World Scout Jamboree’ you will see the lot. Alternatively, you could look 

over the @Bedswsj media channels.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2nd August 2019- Pack down and leave 

We had a 5am start on this morning. This allowed us to pack down and move our bags ready for our 

7am coach to Washington. In the end, our coach was late so we could have got a little longer in bed. 

We packed down with efficiency and were ready well ahead of time. Before we left the site there 

was one final chance for a few photos, especially with our Brazilian friends. Not much more can be 

said about this day as it was all travel. We got to Maryland University in the afternoon. The entire UK 

Contingent stayed at Maryland University. We had dinner that evening at the university and just 

relaxed for the remainder of it. It was mostly travel today so there wasn’t much to write home 

about.  



 

  

3rd August 2019- Day out in Washington 

On this day we had a walking tour of Washington DC, it was another early start and a Metro into 

inner-city Washington DC. We walked round The Lincoln Memorial and the surrounding gardens. We 

also visited the Washington Monument. After our walking tours we split off and where given free 

reign of Washington DC. We decided to go to the White House and have a wonder of the local 

streets. In the evening we headed back to the University to relax for the evening. There was a UK 

Contingent Party of which we went to for all of half an hour and then headed back to our 

accommodation. We were just too tired for all the noise and we had an early start the day after.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4th August 2019- Baseball and Dinner 

We had known for a little while that we would be attending a Baseball match but only recently had 

we found out that it would be the Baltimore Orioles VS the Toronto Blue Jays. We had an early start 

again and made our way to the stadium in the yellow school busses again. We were sat in the 

stadium and the atmosphere was great, there was only one problem however; none of us really 

knew what was going on. I had baseline knowledge (thanks to Wii Sports for that) but that was 

about it we cheered any time the ball was hit or caught, in particular by one man, Anthony 

Santander. He didn’t do anything all too special, we just jeered him on whenever he contributed to 

the contest. Although we didn’t get to stay for the whole thing but what we did see was enjoyed! 

Our Unit were also the proud owners of a flat pack Queen. We actually hit West Virginian news! I 

wanted to show you the article but I unfortunately can not access it outside of America. After the 

Baseball we headed back to the university and just socialised with other units and enjoyed ourselves. 

In the evening we had a meal reservation at an inner-city Italian Restaurant. As a Unit we headed 

back into the city one last time for our meal. It was quite a posh restaurant so I didn’t take all too 

many pictures. After the meal we had a wonder of Washington by night light and it was beautiful. 

We caught the last metro home and slept very well that evening. 

  

5th August 2019- Washington DC to Canada  

Not much can be said about this one, it was literally a day of travel. We had a 12 hour journey from 

Washington to Canada where we crossed the Rainbow Bridge. It was an 8am to 8pm trip to the 

minute! As we got to our Hosted Hospitality so late, we pulled everything off the coach and went to 

dinner. By the time we had finished dinner the Canadians and one of the other UK units had already 

put our tents up for us! That was all for that day as we went straight to bed after. (There are no 

pictures for this one I’m afraid). 

 

 

 



6th August 2019- A day out in Ontario  

Today was our first full day in Canada so we were taken on a road trip and guided tour of Ontario. 

We were also treated to a Falconry show in the morning where we got to meet the Camp 

Wetaskiwin leaders, they were all lovely people. She is going to hate me for bringing this up but 

NEVER trust Lucy when she asks for a sip of your water! I was half asleep after the long day prior and 

drifting in and out of sleep. I have a vague memory of her asking for a sip of my water and of course I 

said yes. I woke up and the FULL BOTTLE had been drunk!  Moral of the story, don’t let Lucy take a 

sip of your water. We covered Niagara Falls, the Old Lochs and their country park (in which we had 

Pizza for lunch). We actually were lucky enough to get a boat that took us right up too Niagara Falls 

and we also got some fancy waterproofs. This was the last sight on our road trip. We actually stayed 

and hung around the area to wait for the fireworks. Ok they didn’t quite match the closing ceremony 

fireworks but they were still amazing!  

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

7th August 2019- Our final full day 

This was it, it truly was our final full day of the Jamboree experience. This day was designated to 

relaxing and doing on sight activities. They did also run a Hike labelled as ‘a quick 2-3km hike’. I 

thought, that would be nice, not too long or hard, just a casual hike. Was I wrong, 10km later! The 

things we saw, old bridges and water mills, were beautiful and it was well worth the hike. It didn’t 

take all too long either so it was an experience that was enjoyed. We did relax the rest of this day, 

bar the campfire at the end of it. All five of the UK Units that were present came together around aa 

campfire and sung songs and shared stories. It was actually the only fire we had the entire trip! It 

was a sad but enjoyable time, all great things do have to come to an end. 

 

 

8th-9th August 2019- Travel home 

This was a very sad time for all involved as it did mean the conclusion of our trip. We enjoyed our 

last moments as best we could. We had a lengthy coach from Canada back to Newark airport on 

which most of us slept. We had a very short wait for our flight home, again which most people slept 

on. We got back into Heathrow on the 9th (having left on the 8th) and hopped on our coach to 

Bromham. Again, which most people slept on. It all happened really quickly. When we got back to 

Bromham our families where there ready waiting. We stood as a unit one last time and had some 

heartfelt final words from Jerome and Martin Wesley (County commissioner). Our leaders all 

received the Commissioners award for all their hard work over the course of the Jamboree, an 

award that was well deserved. One thing I can talk about from the coach from Canada to Newark, 

was my craving for a Pork Pie. We stopped at a few coach stops over the course of the coach journey 

and I could not find one anywhere! My parents probably thought it was a really random request 

when we were driving home…  

   

 

 

 



 

 

POST JAMBOREE 

The Jamboree was a wonderful and unforgettable experience, you do frequently experience the 

‘Jamboree Blues’, this is perfectly normal. However, there are many things you can do to combat 

this. Below are the few things which I have done post jamboree (bar telling family and friends all 

about it) …  

  

Ross Park Scout Group AGM- 21st September 2019 

As I previously mentioned I grew up, and still am, a member of Ross Park Scout Group. They were a 

vast help along the way doing numerous things such as promoting my events, helping my events and 

even making a very generous donation to my fundraising. I made a presentation on the day of what I 

got up to on my trip to the leaders and parents, many of whom donated. I knew I needed to say 

thank you in some way for all their help and support along the way. I had a spare Unit 9 kneckerchief 

so I framed that up along with one of the UK Contingent thank you badges and presented it to our 

Group Scout Leader Graham.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

27th September 2019- Blenheim Scout Group 

I was invited by Blenheim Scout Group to talk about my Jamboree experiences. Between myself, 

Devran and Ethan we presented to Blenheim and Warden Hill Scouts. We told some of our 

anecdotes, showed off our swaps and I even managed to put up my Jamboree tent. My thanks go 

out to Blenheim for inviting me and their hospitality and to Devran for organising the evening. It was 

a great success and hopefully we have managed to inspire some Scouts to apply to go to South 

Korea in 2023… 

 

6th October 2019- St Thomas’ Church 

As previously mentioned, ST Thomas’ Church were kind enough to let me have a cake stall at the end 

of church parade. I was asked to return the favour and present my trip to the Church upon my 

return. That I did, I was given a five-minute spot to talk about my trip at the service of which I just 

about managed to fill. By just about managed to fill I mean I talked for twelve whole minutes! 

Unfortunately, I lack a photo for this event. 

 

15th-17th November 2019- Reunion Camp 

 The weekend we had all been looking forward to and dreading at the same time… our final meeting 

together. On the Friday evening we all arrived and came together at Phasels Wood Campsite. Believe 

it or not this is the first ‘camp’ that I’ve actually spent indoors since I was in Beavers. We stayed in 

Cedar Lodge, one of the indoor accommodation complexes’ at Phasels. It was a weekend full of 

promise and it well and truly lived up to that. Friday evening was treated as a relaxed evening, just 

unwind from the week and have a chat with your friends you haven’t seen in a while. This evening 

was quite enjoyed in fact, it was just great to see some of my friends and be able to spend time with 

them after what felt like so long. Saturday morning is where things really got started. We split off 

into groups and went and did various activities. My group first went to the crest-a-run, or Toboggalin 

as some like to refer to it. This was followed by the zipline in the early afternoon. After a quick relax 

and lunch we headed back out to do a few more activities. Our afternoon saw us try our hand on 

‘The Rock’ climbing wall, Slacklining and Aeroball. The evening is where it all got interesting… We put 

in a MASSIVE Dominoes order for dinner and each ate our own pizza! This was followed by the 



‘Evening entertainment’. As you may know, Jerome was volunteered to shave his legs in support of 

Mind BLMK. He had a fundraising target of £400 and that was absolutely smashed as he managed to 

raise just shy of £600! The photos and video that came out of it were well worth the money 

donated. We were also shown an unedited, two-hour video that David put together from the 

Jamboree that was thoroughly enjoyed. The rest of the Saturday evening was a relaxing one (bed for 

me)! Sunday got off to a slow start due to many people having late nights the evening before. We 

got our Selection Camp results back around midday. It was an interesting experience reading them 

as we got to see how much people had changed over past two years. We also got on with a few 

‘admin bits’ for example letting County and the Leadership team know what we thought about how 

it was run. Effectively a what went well and even better if. We ended the day on a very happy but 

sad note. We had a tombola with items that the unit used and swapped in America and Canada. I 

managed to get myself the kneckerchief of RAGUSA, our Swiss friends, I was really happy with this! 

At the end of our raffle we all thought that was it, the end of it all. But we were yet to open the 

special golden envelope, what could be inside? It was the announcement of a Bedfordshire Lions 

Reunion Reunion! What a great way to end the weekend… 

 

 


